Parish Profile
St. Edward The Confessor 
Kingstone,  Barnsley
Diocese of Wakefield

The Parish
Kingstone is a suburban area one mile from Barnsley town centre. It is mainly residential and has a mixture of terraced houses, council houses and large private residences.

A food distribution centre and Barnsley Fire Station are also in the parish.  There are four residential/nursing homes, some sheltered housing, an assessment centre for young offenders and a centre for adults with severe learning difficulties

The parish has an adult population of approximately 4,500. 

The M1 motorway forms the western boundary, while the southern boundary is formed by Worsborough and Ward Green, which are in the Diocese of Sheffield.

There are three junior and infant schools (one of which is Roman Catholic), two large comprehensives and one special needs school.  

We have good contact with the schools through assemblies, church visits, and Christmas carol services. Home Communion is taken on a regular monthly basis to two of the nursing homes. 
The population is predominantly white.

St Edward’s has a commanding position at the top of a hill and local people identify quite strongly with it. It is very popular for weddings.

The Church   
St Edward’s Church was built in 1902 in the neo gothic style.  

It is visible from miles around.  There is a very large park across the road, and the southern Pennines are about four miles away.

The nave has seating for about 400 people and the building is in excellent condition; a few years ago it was restored and redecorated. In 1999, £39,000 was spent on an extensive and urgent (because of public safety) restoration of the tower.  It is maintained to a high standard. The building is Grade II listed.  It is one of two Packer churches in the country.  It has some splendid stained glass windows.
In 2002 St Edward’s celebrated its Centenary; the celebrations included a very successful Flower Festival, a choral concert, an exhibition of historical records and artefacts, and a celebration communion at which the Bishop preached and dedicated the new electronic ‘Clock and Bell’ system.
St Edward’s started its second centenary as an active, visible and audible Sign of God as manifested in the Church of England in this part of Barnsley.
The church hall was sold in 2004 as it was becoming too expensive to maintain and subsequently the vestry was turned into a meeting place with fully equipped cooking facilities. It is welcoming, warm and comfortable and anyone is welcome every Thursday from noon when a three course meal for £3.00 can be enjoyed in friendly company.
Guidance from the Environmental Health Authority has been followed and those involved in the catering have completed a basic food hygiene course.

The website
We have a comprehensive website which is undergoing some changes at present, the web address is:

www.stedwards-barnsley.org.uk


Services

Common Worship is used as the principal service on Sunday.  
Services:
Sunday mornings 10.00am Common Worship (sung, sermon, order one)
On the first Sunday of the month this will be replaced by an all age (non Eucharistic) service at 10am starting in May 2007. There will be a Eucharistic service at 4.00pm instead (sung Sermon).
Wednesday 09.30 am 1662 Holy Communion (said, homily)

There is a full programme of events and services each Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter.

A monthly Healing Service takes place on the last Thursday of the month.  This is usually attended by 15+.
A weekly bible study group meets in the daytime.
Baptism Preparation classes are beginning in March 2007.
We have a robed choir, an organist and an assistant organist
The churchmanship is central, the sacrament is reserved in the Lady Chapel, and vestments are worn for all services.
Occasional Offices (yearly average)

Baptisms
12 (usually on 1st Sunday of the month at 12noon)


Weddings
12-15


Funerals
25/30 (mostly in church)

Congregation

The usual attendance on Sunday is anywhere between 50 and 60.  The congregation is 80% middle aged / elderly/female.  Approximately 45% of the congregation live outside the parish.  There are no other churches in the parish.

Other Members of the team


There is very valuable regular assistance from a retired female Deacon.

There are five Eucharistic ministers who assist at Sunday worship and, along with the vicar, take out home communions on a regular monthly basis.


There is lay involvement in Sunday worship, readers and intercessors. 


There is a lay reader in training.



Parish Organisations
Groups who use the vestry are as follows: Bible Study, Women’s Guild, Lunch Club, Keep Fit, Craft Group, Ted at St Ted’s, (a twice monthly service for under fives).The Residents Group use it once a month for their meetings
A social committee puts together a full programme of events which take place over twelve months. Catering is available for baptisms, birthdays, anniversary parties etc.  Many social events are held here.


Other Parishes / Ecumenical links

There are no other churches of any denomination in the parish.
St Edward’s is a member of Churches Together in Barnsley.

Parish Support

There is no parish office or regular paid secretarial support

Financial State


Financially St Edward’s is fairly sound. Planned giving is in operation, with about 50 donors each week. For the past six years we have not been able to meet our full Parish Share and we are looking at ways in which we can increase our receipts.

The Vicarage
           
This is an excellent, modern, four bed roomed house adjacent to the church. There is a spacious fitted kitchen, L-shaped lounge/dining room, cloakroom and large study on the ground floor. On the first floor there are four double bedrooms, each with its own wash basin, a bathroom and a shower room. The main bedroom has a small separate dressing room. The property has an attached garage, car port and has a large garden.

The Parish Needs
One of the many strengths of St Edward’s is that it is a very friendly and welcoming church. South Yorkshire people are noted for their warmth and hospitality and this is part of their “evangelism”; the social life and the sharing of food is very important to them. This has led to people coming for a social event and through that, becoming part of the worshipping community.

Our evangelism is mainly “friendship” evangelism; we encourage people to belong and to then hopefully believe.

There is a need for more young people, children and families and this will be the focus for future mission events. We are also aware that whilst welcoming people through the front door, we do not want to lose anyone through the back door.

St Edward’s is a church on the move, ready to go forward to the next phase of mission and ministry, prayerfully looking always to God for guidance.

'We need a good shepherd, a leader with vision who will be committed to collaborative ministry. A prayerful Priest with good preaching and teaching skills, who is committed to mission and evangelism, and who will have the enthusiasm and energy to meet the challenges of the church today. Someone who, along with the people, has the God given desire to go forward and proclaim the wonderful message of God's Kingdom here in Kingstone.  

The people are here, we need encouragement and leadership to take St Edward’s forward to the next phase of our mission.
